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THE WAR IN THE SOUTH
A cross indicates a battle; a square, a fort; a
circle, an important town.
from the Hudson River Valley to the vicinity
of Yorktown, a distance of 400 miles, and
there, with the cooperation of the French
fleet and the French army, compelled the
surrender of Cornwallis, October 19, 1781.
This virtually ended the war. The siege of
Newport, in which the French and Americans
were also allied, resulted in the complete de-
feat of the American plans, and the city re-
mained in the hands of the British.
On the frontier, the war which had begun
with the fearful massacre in the Wyoming
Valley was completed by the Battle of New
Town, between a force under General Sulli-
van and a company of British and Indians,
the former being successful. Meantime,
Greorge Rogers Clark had taken Vincennes
and established the authority of the colonies
in the Northwest Territory. The only im-
portant naval battle of the war was that be-
tween the Bon Homme "Richard, the flagship
of John Paul Jones, and the Serapis, on
September 3,1779. It was a brilliant victory
for the Americans and one of the most im-
portant sea battles in modern history.
Treaty of Peace. The British king and
Ministry reluctantly agreed to make peace,
the treaty being signed at Paris, September
3, 1783. This treaty recognized the inde-
pendence of the United States and established
the boundaries of the new nation at the Mis-
sissippi Eiver on the west, the Great Lakes
and Saint Lawrence Eiver on the northwest,
an arbitrary boundary at about 45° north
 latitude on the north and the northern boun-
dary of Florida on the south. It also made
provision for the evacuation of western posts
by the British, for the payment of war claims
to the Tories and for the settlement of other
minor questions. John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, and John Jay were American
representatives of the peace commission.
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REVOI/VER, a firearm in which a num-
ber of charges, contained in a revolving cyl-
inder, are, by pulling the trigger, brought
successively into position and fired through a
single barrel. For the revolver in its pres-
ent form we are indebted to Colonel Samuel
Colt, though repeating pistols had long been
known when he invented the revolver. In
Colt's weapon there is a revolving cylinder
containing six chambers, placed at the base
of the barrel. The cylinders contain the car-
tridges, which are put in from the front
of the breech-piece. The revolver is fired
through the single barrel, the cylinder being
turned by mechanism connected with the
lock, until each chamber in succession is
brought round so as to form virtually a con-
tinuation of the barrel.
Many improvements have been made since
the original invention by Colt. Some of
these had in view increasing the rapidity of
firing; others have diminished the risks to
which inexperienced persons must ever be
exposed in handling these weapons* The

